Philosophy 100: Reading Review Assignment

Students must complete and submit this assignment five times during the period of the course.
 
Student Name: _______________			Student Number (last 3 digits): _______	

1. Please state the title of this week’s reading and the philosopher who wrote the text.
The title of this week’s reading is “Utopia” written by Sir Thomas More.

2. Write 3-4 sentences summarizing only the reading pages assigned in your own words. 
The assigned pages 59-67 depict the importance of history in noting that the society back then was also stratified into administrative structures however long the centuries are. The prince was the head of the state. Even if he was the leader, his leadership style was kept in check by the magistrates’ council who determined his ideas and state decisions. The magistrates acted as the voice and link of the many families from divisions they represented. Fear of turning the people into slaves and inventing autocratic leadership approaches ensured everyone held only to his stipulated responsibilities.

3. Using 3-4 sentences, identify and define 3 main philosophical ideas in this reading.
Monarchical leadership is a philosophy inherently democratic in its underlying onset. 
More (1516) illustrates that as prominent families appointed the magistrates, the magistrates would then envision the most befitting list of four candidates from who to choose the Prince as dictated by the vast majority who are the citizens. Democracy is when people choose their leader either directly or indirectly like shown in this excerpt.
Moreover, humans are philosophically rash in perpetuating actions based on instantaneous opinions (More, 1516). This means that people are eager to prove that they right and reputable at the expense of needed deliberation on crucial matters.
Lastly, religion resides in ordinary man more than its enduring purpose (More, 1516). Men offer sacrifices using burnt offering and burn incense as they pray for life and prosperity without paying regard to the life of the animals he uses for sacrifice.  

4. What do you think this philosopher is saying about the human experience? What does this philosopher believe is our human purpose or goal?
The philosopher discusses that in the ordinary world, economic status and material possession seem to be the call running human experience. From his point of view, he compares that the people of the ordinary world die starving due to the unending self-centered quest for wealth. However, the philosopher believes that human goal should be like brought out in the Utopian world where every person has a right to claim every public possession. The philosopher, correspondingly, believes that the human purpose or goal is to live in the frames of helping one another through care, integrity and equal resource sharing.

5. Pick a quote from the assigned reading and paste it below (with the page number). Explain the significance of this passage. 
The quotation “…for that is always referred to the next meeting, that so men may not rashly and in the heat of discourse engage themselves too soon, which might bias them so much that, instead of consulting the good of the public, they might rather study to support their first opinions, and by a perverse and preposterous sort of shame hazard their country rather than endanger their own reputation…” is from page 60 in the book by More (1516). This passage is valuable as it informs the public on the importance of opinion deliberation before action. By showing how rash decisions put the public in danger as opposed to those who make such decisions, the passage cautions against such communicational hazards.  

6. What is one question or comment you have about this week’s reading?
The comment that I have for this week’s reading is that Utopia mirrors the human faults and depicts areas that require improvement. Most importantly, this week’s reading teaches the public servants and ordinary people why accountability is important in sustaining the peaceful coexistence of everyone in the society.


Reference
More, T. (1516). Utopia. Planet eBook. Retrieved from https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/utopia.pdf
